


 
It was a glorious Sunday on the banks of the beautiful Brisbane River when we gathered for a picnic at New Farm Park. 
There were seventeen attendees altogether, that is, sixteen humans and one four-legged member, Rusty Blackburn (Jan 
�D�Q�G���5�L�F�K�D�U�G�¶�V���I�X�U���N�L�G���� 
 

It was lovely to see Val Corlett there with husband John, as well as Helen Saxby and Mona Thompson who travelled  
from Maroochydore. New members Christian, Kim Blackburn and son Ronan joined us. Christian is the son of Jan and 
�5�L�F�K�D�U�G�����D�Q�G���E�U�R�W�K�H�U���W�R���R�X�U���1�H�Z�V�O�H�W�W�H�U���(�G�L�W�R�U���-�H�Q�Q�\�����2�W�K�H�U�V���Z�K�R���H�Q�M�R�\�H�G���W�K�H���G�D�\�����D�Q�G���1�R�U�P�D�¶�V���G�H�O�L�F�L�R�X�V���F�X�S�F�D�N�H�V����
were Athol and Edith Peck, Lillian Smith, George Cowin, Jenny Blackburn, Justin Clay and Ebony Blackburn.  
 

Everyone agreed the weather on the day made the picnic pleasant and it was a good location close to the ferry terminal. 
We sat at the top of a grassy slope looking down past several huge Moreton Bay Figs to the Brisbane River. We hope 
�R�X�U���Q�H�[�W���S�L�F�Q�L�F���Z�L�O�O���K�D�Y�H���D�V���P�D�Q�\���L�I���Q�R�W���P�R�U�H���D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�H�V���D�V���Z�H���D�U�H���V�X�U�H���W�K�H�\���Z�L�O�O���H�Q�M�R�\���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���D�V���D�O�O���µ�0�D�Q�[�L�H�V�¶���G�R�� 

QMS PICNIC AT NEW FARM PARK 

The picnic (left); Looking down to the river (above) 

Surfing the Net 
With so many websites and 
links on the internet, it is 
easy to find yourself 
�G�U�R�Z�Q�L�Q�J���L�Q���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�« 

www.manxheritageshop.com 
With Manx National Heritage (MNH) opening an online 
shop, we can all stop bugging our contacts on the island to 
supply us with our Manx items.  
The products are separated  into categories which makes 
the site very easy to navigate. Most of the items are  
exclusive to  MNH and by making a purchase contributes 
�W�R���W�K�H���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���,�R�0�¶�V��
historic environment.  
The products available to purchase include jewellery, 
clothing, work from artists, books, collectable items and 
gift vouchers. From limited edition TT posters to solid  
silver 3 legs of man cufflinks, you will be tempted by 
many  treasures. 

www.nothinglikeaustralia.com 
Tourism Australia started a small competition as part of a 
campaign to promote the treasures found throughout our 
beautiful and diverse country. 
Entrants were asked to submit a photograph of an  
�$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�Q���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���I�L�Q�L�V�K���W�K�H���V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H���µ�7�K�H�U�H�¶�V�� 
�Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���O�L�N�H�«�¶���L�Q���������Z�R�U�G�V���R�U���O�H�V�V�� 
The result? 29,031 amazing photographs and reasons to 
enjoy the magical experiences found all over Australia. 
From all these entries, it is up to judges in each state or  
territory to choose the one experience they think best 
represents that state or territory.   
The public will then be asked to vote for their favourite 
experience out of these finalists. 
So log onto the website between the 23rd June and 29th 
June �D�Q�G���Y�R�W�H���I�R�U���\�R�X�U���I�D�Y�R�X�U�L�W�H���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�����$�Q�G���G�R�Q�¶�W��
forget to enjoy the huge collection of images representing 
some of the adventures and experiences available in our 
beautiful country. 
How do I know about this competition? I may have entered 
a couple of photographs myself... 

 





 
 
 
 
    There are many considerations with 
regard to hiring a car overseas. 
 

�x�� The size of car you wish to hire.  
this will depend on how many passengers you will have 
plus the amount of luggage. When considering the type or 
size car you are wanting to hire whether you are travelling 
to the Isle of Man or Ireland by car ferry remember to  
consider the length and height of the vehicle as there are 
limitations and also extra charges for a larger vehicle. 
 

�x�� Will I be picking up and dropping the car off at the 
same location?  

Remember there is often a charge for dropping the car off 
at another location. Also, picking up at an Airport usually 
involves a Premium Location Surcharge. Some hire  
companies will not charge a separate fee but it can be 
charged as part of the daily rate. 
 

�x�� More than one driver? 
If you want to share the driving make sure the Additional 
Driver is included under the original rental fee and not  
�E�H�L�Q�J���F�K�D�U�J�H�G���D�V���D�Q���³�H�[�W�U�D�´�� 
 

�x�� Charges for distances. 
Unlimited Mileage is the norm but check to make sure. 
 

�x�� Under 25? 
Any drivers aged under 25 years pay an extra fee  
sometimes as much as $20 to $30 dollars per day).   
 

�x�� Drivers licence. 
A full drivers licence is required and in most cases you can 
use your current Queensland Drivers Licence (UK, Ireland, 
IOM) instead of an International Drivers Permit 
(compulsory for Germany, Greece, Spain, Malaysia etc 
and recommended for Canada, USA, Singapore etc), again 
please check with the company and country. 
 

�x�� Driving restrictions. 
Some companies have travel restrictions eg. in the USA 
some companies say no driving into Mexico or Alaska and 
all driving MUST be done on paved roads.   
 

 
�x�� Fuel 
Some companies give you a vehicle with a full petrol tank 
and ask you to return it FULL or you will be charged a fee. 
Other companies give you a full tank and then charge an 
extra fee at the time of hiring to cover the cost of a full 
tank which means you can return the vehicle as empty as 
possible (no refund on unused fuel). 
 

�x�� Bond / security 
Your Credit Card will be charged for a Security Bond, this 
�P�H�D�Q�V���D�Q���D�P�R�X�Q�W���L�V���µ�I�U�R�]�H�Q�¶���R�Q���\�R�X�U���F�D�U�G���X�Q�W�L�O���W�K�H���Y�H�K�L�F�O�H�� 
is returned. In other words the amount is held against the 
limit on your card but not physically charged to your  
statement unless there is a problem with return of the car. 
 

�x�� Insurance (this is a complicated one).  
The car hire companies already have insurance on their 
vehicles in case of accident or theft, however there is  
usually an excess to be paid and that is the amount that you 
will have to pay if such an event occurs and this excess can 
be thousands of dollars. Of course you can pay a levy to 
the hire car company to cover this at the time of collection 
of the vehicle. The other option you have is to check your 
TRAVEL INSURANCE to make sure it covers an extra 
amount to the hire car company to bring your liability  
insurance (in case of accident and damage to the car) to 
zero. If you have cover for excess with your travel  
insurance then you pay the money and once home can 
claim against your Travel Insurance. 
 

�x�� Planning 
�'�R�Q�¶�W���I�R�U�J�H�W���W�R���S�O�D�Q���D�K�H�D�G�����,�I���\�R�X���D�U�H���W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���R�I���W�U�D�Y�H�O�O�L�Q�J��    
overseas in the next one to two years start planning now 
and one of the best things with car hire is that there are  
often early bird deals. These are usually advertised 6 to 12 
months ahead and can be a real saving of several hundred 
dollars or even more. 
 

Some websites to look at include: 
www.driveaway.com.au 
www.easycar.com.au 
www.udrive.com.au 
     

Hope this all helps and happy holiday. 

Jan Blackburn 

Hiring a Car Overseas 

 �F   Dates to Remember  �G 

Other 
4th July - International Tartan Day South Bank Parkland 

 

 
Lunch events 

2010 (tentative dates) 
3rd July - Tynwald Day celebration 

28th August - AGM 
11th September - Picnic 

16th October 
4th December 

 
 
 

 
Committee Meetings 

2010 (tentative dates) Brisbane Library 
26th June 
24th July 

25th September 
20th November 





Is the thought of researching your Manx ancestry a little bit 
intimidating? Where do you start? Who do you talk to? 
What records are available? What websites do you look at?  
There are so many questions.  
 

Manx National Heritage (MNH) is behind a new project 
that will make the process easier. In 2008 they proposed 
the development of a centre with the aim of centralising 
and digitalising information relating to Manx genealogical 
information.  
 

Tynwald approved the project and this year the former 
�*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���$�Q�D�O�\�V�W�¶�V���/�D�E�R�U�D�W�R�U�\���L�Q���.�L�Q�J�V�Z�R�R�G���*�U�R�Y�H����
Douglas (next to the Manx Museum) will be transformed 
into the new Manx Ancestry Centre. 
 

At the most basic level, all the relevant data available from 
the Isle of Man Government and Manx National Heritage 
will be converted into a digital format and stored at the one 
location and made available to everyone.  
 

But MNH is aiming beyond this and seeking relevant  
information from all over the world. Every person with 
Manx heritage and/or relevant information is integral to the 
success of opening the door to the Manx national memory. 
 

YOU can make all the difference. 
 

How? By participating. It is that easy!  
 
Everyone has information to pass on - copies of tangible 
evidence (records, certificates, photographs, journals,  
letters, deeds, school work, newspaper clippings etc) and 
oral recordings (tapes, records, sound files, dictations etc).  
 

To achieve this united effort, sponsors are also needed to 
fund different parts of the project. For example, the  
digitalisation of records is currently being supported by the 
Genealogical Society of Utah as well as a lot of work from 
volunteers from the Isle of Man Family History Society 
and the Friends of Manx National Heritage.  
 

There are more parts of the project to sponsor, including 
the digitalisation of newspapers; parish records; wills; 
births, marriages and deaths records, to name a few. 
 

By doing our small part in this momentous project, we will 
not only have the immediate benefits of uncovering more 
about the people who contributed to our identity, we will 
also be responsible for defining the Manx identity to pass 
on a deeper sense of worth to our descendants.  
 

The document The Manx Ancestry Centre - Opening the 
Doors to the National Memory explains the project and can 
be found at: www.gov.im/lib/docs/mnh//
theimuseumformerlyknownasthe.pdf 
 

To do your part, contact MNH by filling out the contact 
form at: www.gov.im/mnh/contactform.gov 
 

Write to: Manx National Heritage 
 Douglas 
 IM1 3LY 
 

Or email: enquiries@mnh.gov.im 
 

Ancestry 

Digital impression of the Manx Ancestry Centre 
Image © MNH 

2010 Isle of Man TT 
 

Cameron Donald 
�,�I���\�R�X���U�H�F�D�O�O�����O�D�V�W���\�H�D�U�¶�V���7�7���D�U�W�L�F�O�H���Z�D�V���R�Q���&�D�P�H�U�R�Q�� 
Donald. He achieved an amazing 131.457mph lap during 
a practice session on his Relentless Suzuki GSX-R1000 
and in a later run missed a gear change near Keppel Gate 
which caused him to run wide onto a grass bank and 
crash. He suffered a dislocated shoulder and back injuries 
which forced him to retire from the Isle of Man TT for the 
year. 
�,�W���Z�D�V���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�L�Q�J���W�R���V�H�H���K�L�P���D�W���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�¶�V���7�7�����H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\��
as he set the top speed down the Sulby straight (202mph) 
and took third place in the Superbike TT. Go Cameron! 

 
Ian Hutchinson 

Ian Hutchinson has made history by becoming the first 
man to win five TT races in a week - beating the record 
set by 11 time champion Phillip McCallen who won four 
races in a week in 1996.  
Ian was victorious in the first three solo races - the  
Superbike TT, Supersport TT and Superstock TT. He then 
won the second Supersport race and then the Senior TT. 
�,�D�Q���U�D�F�H�V���I�R�U���3�D�G�J�H�W�W�¶�V���+�R�Q�G�D���W�H�D�P���D�Q�G���D�O�V�R���Z�R�U�N�V���D�V���D��
motorcycle technician. He made his debut in the Isle of 
Man TT in 2004. 

Ian Hutchinson © JD  



 

July 
The sea is abundant with a myriad of edible species  
including popular catches like Mackerel, Tope and Mullet. 
Taking advantage of this, large groups of seabirds gather off 
the Ayres coast and Basking Sharks can be found more  
frequently off the west coast. Grey Seals can be seen sliding 
through the sea off Peel Castle and sun baking on Kitterland 
Rock in the Sound. Mid Summer brings out the best colours 
in meadows of hay. 
 

August 
At the end of Summer the water is at its warmest and  
although Tope season is ending, Bass is still in peak  
numbers and larger specimen of ballan and callig can be 
found. Blue-grey Sea Holly appears around Ramsey. Red 
Admiral and Painted Lady Butterflies flutter around  
Butterfly Bushes and Hebe shrubs as wetlands proudly  
display clumps of Purple Loosestrife, Marsh Woundwort 
and Meadowsweet. Terns twist and weave through the sky 
to avoid being caught by Skuas. 
 

September 
As Summer slips into Autumn, the landscape is swathed in 
hues of yellow and purple from Heather and Western Gorse. 
Hedges become vibrant as Scarlet Fuchsias bloom. More 
Red-throated Loons appear around the north of the island 
but little changes under the sea from the previous month. 

�1�D�W�X�U�H�¶�V���*�L�I�W�V���2�Q���7�K�H���,�R�0 

Top right anti-clockwise:  
Cormorant at Peel (© John 
Dale); Basking Shark; Grey 
Seals; Meadowsweet; Skua; 
Butterfly Bush; Heather; Red 

Admiral Butterfly; Purple 
Loosestrife; Red-throated Loon. 

Isle of Man - film set (continued) 
 

Jurby Airfield - Jurby      

 

Jurby Airfield was built during the second world war as a training 
base for the RAF. It was originally a grass airfield and later had hard  
runways put in. It was used to protect Liverpool and Belfast from  
�*�H�U�P�D�Q���D�L�U���U�D�L�G�V�����'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H�������¶�V���L�W���Z�D�V���X�V�H�G���W�R���W�U�D�L�Q���2�I�I�L�F�H�U���F�D�G�H�W�V��
but has never been a commercial airfield. The airfield was officially 
closed in 1963 and the old runways now form the Jurby motorcycle 
race track and are used for race karts. Once a year the airfield is used 
for an airshow and parts of the original airfield land are being used 
for the only functioning IoM prison. The original Control Tower, 
some hangars and rare timber buildings from 1939 are still present.  
 

The location is used for airfields and airports. 
 

It has been used in productions such as Churchill, The Hollywood Years, IMPACT - TV, Shergar aka The Hunted,  
Stormbreaker, The Brylcreem Boys and Woundings. 
 

Further information can be found at www.gov.im/dti/iomfilm/ about these and other productions.  

 
The original control tower 



 When creating the Shuttleworth Snap, a 
 350 AJS motorbike with side valve was 

 heavily modified until it looked similar to an 
 AJS R7 with overhead cam.  

Covering it in a chequered dustbin fairing helped to  
disguise it further and make it easier to recognise in any 
scenes with other motorbikes.  
Replicas of the Shuttleworth Snap can be found at special 
events including the Isle of Man TT. 

 Wishing Trevor Shimmin 
(QMS Secretary) a speedy  
recovery. We look forward  

to seeing you out of  
hospital and enjoying  

our gatherings  
again soon. 

All our thoughts are with John 
and Edith Hobart at this difficult 
time. John and Edith would like 

to thank all who  
have  been in touch  

with  them. 

Member Messages 
We are all saddened by the loss of 
long time member, Mona Lawlor. 
She will always be admired for 
her enthusiasm for her Manx  
heritage and the society. She 

passed away on 28th April and 
will be missed.  

 
 
 
In my time as a member of QMS, one film has been the topic of many discussions and I would be amiss not to include 
an article on it.  
 

The 1935 Isle of Man TT was used as the backdrop for the comedy, No Limit. It starred George Formby, well known 
comedian, in his first major role (but third film role) and Florence Desmond, talented impersonator and comedienne, in 
her 15th film role.  

WARNING - THE FOLLOWING CONTAINS SPOILERS 
 

�7�K�H���V�W�R�U�\���Z�D�V���D�E�R�X�W���D���F�K�L�P�Q�H�\���V�Z�H�H�S�¶�V���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�W�����*�H�R�U�J�H���)�R�U�P�E�\�����I�U�R�P���:�L�J�D�Q���Z�L�W�K���D���G�U�H�D�P���W�R���Z�L�Q���W�K�H���,�V�O�H���R�I���0�D�Q��
�7�7�����+�H���L�V���U�H�S�H�D�W�H�G�O�\���X�Q�V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O���L�Q���Z�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���D���S�O�D�F�H���R�Q���W�K�H���5�D�L�Q�E�R�Z���P�R�W�R�U�F�\�F�O�H���W�H�D�P���D�Q�G���µ�E�R�U�U�R�Z�V�¶���P�R�Q�H�\���I�U�R�P���K�L�V��
grandfather (Edward Rigby) to build his own motorbike - the Shuttleworth Snap. Despite a lot of bad things happening 
to him (including falling into the Irish Sea, losing his wallet, crashing into Ballacraine Hotel and having his bike thrown 
off a cliff by the bad guys), he ends up achieving his dream of winning the TT and, of course, getting the girl (the  
�5�D�L�Q�E�R�Z���7�H�D�P�¶�V���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���S�O�D�\�H�G���E�\���)�O�R�U�H�Q�F�H���'�H�V�P�R�Q�G���� 
 

The end race scene has George racing toward the finish line, only to run out of petrol 500 yards out. Pushing his bike to 
the finish, he crosses the line ahead of the next rider by seconds. This scene took fifteen takes and was filmed on a hot     
June day. George collapsed at the line in the last take requiring medical treatment. This was the take used for the film, 

 so when you see George collapse over the finish line, it is the real thing! 
 

 Many IoM locations were used in the film including Douglas  
 Promenade, Douglas Beach, White City, Douglas Head Road, the Palace 
 Ballrooms and Douglas Camera Obscura. A Canadian stunt team failed 
 to turn up for the movie, so many of the stunts were performed by IoM 
 motorcycle racers (including Bertie and Harold Rowell) and members of 
        the Peveril Motorcycle Club 

 (including Cyril Standen, who 
 crashed into the front door of 
 Ballacraine Hotel and into the 
 river at Sulby). They were paid 
 £20 a day.  Most of the bikes 
 used were wrecked during  
 filming.  
 

    This film was very popular 
 when released and is still played 
 during TT week on the IoM.  
 

 It is also still available for  
 purchase online !  

No Limit 

George Formby and Florence Desmond 



My name is Paul and I am crazy... 

�3�D�X�O�¶�V���U�R�X�W�H���D�F�U�R�V�V���&�D�Q�D�G�D�����L�Q���U�H�G�� 

Paul Unett is a man on a mission.  
 

Determined to raise awareness and funds for the charity, 
Article 25, this intrepid Manxman has started an epic  
journey cycling 5,000 miles across Canada. 
 

For three months he will travel from the Pacific Ocean at 
Vancouver to the Atlantic Ocean at St Johns on a route that 
will take him through the Rocky Mountains and an  
estimated height of 2000m. Battling the physical demands 
of the terrain, Paul plans to cover about 80 miles a day and 
forego comfort for the convenience of camping most 
nights.  
 

Spurring him on through various geological conditions and 
five and a half time zones, is his determination to have his 
efforts benefit his chosen charity - Article 25. The charity 
is based on the 25th Article of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, of which the first part states: 
Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate  
for the health and well-being of himself and of his family,  
including food, clothing, housing and medical care and 
necessary social services, and the right to security in the 
event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, 
old age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances  
beyond his control. 
 

In post-disaster locations, the charity helps recovering 
communities by designing and erecting vital buildings  
including medical centres, schools and homes. 
 

As a Postgraduate Diploma Architecture student, the  
charity relates to his chosen profession. Paul is 27 and 
from Ballawattleworth Estate in Peel (IoM). He attended 
Peel Clothworkers and Queen Elizabeth II High School 
and is currently studying at Leeds Met University.  
 

�6�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�U�V���F�D�Q���I�R�O�O�R�Z���3�D�X�O�¶�V���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���E�\���O�R�J�J�L�Q�J���R�Q�W�R���K�L�V��
twitter page, facebook page or website. His quirky sense of 
humour is evident in his posts, which start with: 
My name is Paul, and I am crazy...   
Although his website contains longer and more detailed 
posts, his twitter and facebook pages contain short, direct 
and more frequent updates. 
 

You can follow Paul at his website: 
www.paulcyclescanada.com 
 

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/unett?v=app_2347471856#!/
note.php?note_id=170883316152 
 

Twitter: 
www.twitter.com/pa_cyclescanada  
 

Make donations: 
www.justgiving.com/paulcyclescanada 
 

View images (when they become available): 
www.flickr.com/photos/paulunett/sets/ 
 

Find out more about Article 25: 
www.article-25.org 
 
 
    
 
 

 

In the 2010 Isle of Man TT, Aussie - Cameron Donald, riding for Team  
Relentless Suzuki by TAS, set the fastest top speed down Sulby straight at an 
amazing 202mph! This amazing ride was on the Rizla Suzuki GSV-R. 



 
Although tartan is mainly associated with Scotland, its 
ceremonial use is now international. It is believed there 
are about 14,000 recognised tartan variations with about 
150 new designs being created every year.  
Tartan as we recognise it today is believed not to have  
existed in Scotland until the 16th century. The word tartan 
is from the French word tiretain. This word is believed to 
be derived from the verb tirer which refers to woven 
cloth.  
Evidence of tartan has been discovered across Europe and 
Asia well before its discovery in Britain.  
Until the early 18th century tartan cloth was plain  
coloured and without pattern. The pattern on tartan came 
about from the cloth called breacan which is from the 
gaelic speaking Scottish Highlands. Breacan means many 
colours. The term tartan progressed to describe the  
patterned cloth and these days describes the pattern itself, 
regardless of the  
medium.  
The actual pattern of tartan is called a sett and is made up 
of a repeated pattern of threads woven at right angles. One 
direction of thread is called the warp and the thread at 
right angles to it is called weft.  
By altering the shades of the colours, a variation of the 
tartan can be  produced. These variations are categorised 
as modern, ancient and muted. Due to the use of chemical  
dyes, modern refers to the stronger colours whereas  
ancient refers to the lighter shades. Muted came to be in 
the early 1970s and is the closest in shade to those created 
by ancient dyes. The muted shade is between modern and  
ancient.  

The colours traditionally 
do not hold any symbolic 
value, but this has 
changed in modern times. 
The colours in modern day 
tartans are usually based 
on favoured geographical 
features,  although some, 
like the Papua New 
Guinea tartan, is based 
upon the  national flag. 

Showing Your True Colours 

Papua New Guinea tartan 

 
 
 
 

International Tartan Day is the 1st July but celebrated on 
the first Sunday of July in some locations throughout  
Australia and New Zealand.  
On 1st August 1747, the Act of Proscription came into  
effect in Scotland and banned the wearing of tartan. This 
was one of many efforts to eradicate the Clan system and 
subsequently control the Scottish Highlands. Any offender 
caught wearing tartan could be punished with a minimum 
of six months imprisonment for a single offence to seven 
�\�H�D�U�V�¶���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���D���V�H�F�R�Q�G���R�I�I�H�Q�F�H���� 
The Repeal Proclamation of 1782 annulled this Act but it 
took until 1822 before a tartan revival occurred in  
Australia. 

The celebration of International Tartan Day was also partly 
to reconnect Australia with its Scottish and related Celtic 
heritage.  
In Brisbane the Australian Scottish Community holds  
Tartan Day on the Cultural Forecourt at Southbank near 
Victoria Bridge. This year it will be held on Sunday 4th 
July (the day after the QMS Tynwald celebration). As a 
kindred Celtic society, the QMS helps celebrate this day 
with the Australian Scottish Community by erecting a tent 
at the celebration and joining in.  
Every year participants are entertained with pipe bands, 
Celtic dancers (including Highland dancers and Scottish 
Country dancers), bands, Celtic displays, Celtic stalls and 
genealogical information.   
Everyone is encouraged to wear tartan. 

 

Aussie Tartan 
 

Queensland tartan, designed by Jack Allen of Bundaberg, 
is considered winter apparel and comes in Dress, Hunting 
and Muted variations. The colours used in the winter 
Queensland tartan are: 

White for the sparse cloud in Winter; 
Blue for the waters of the Barrier Reef and Coral Sea; 

Azure for the Queensland blue skies; 
Green for the tropical rainforests and fields; 

Yellow for the tropical beaches; 
Lilac for the Sugar Cane Flower; 

Crimson for the floral emblem of Queensland the 
Cooktown Orchid. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Australian Tartan (in the title) was superseded by the 
Australian National tartan. The original tartan, designed 
by John Reid of Melbourne, was based on the MacQuarrie 
tartan pattern in honour of Governor MacQuarrie and  
contained the warm colours of the outback.  The  
Australian National tartan, designed by Mrs Betty Johns-
ton of Canberra, was designed in 2007. The colours are: 
Red, white and blue - the colours of the flag including 
the Southern Cross Constellation (including our Fed-

eration star) and the Red Cross of St George; 
White - St Andrews cross; 
Red - �6�W���3�D�W�U�L�F�N�¶�V���F�U�R�V�V�� 

Green and Gold - �$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�¶�V���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�O�R�X�U�V���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q��
the floral emblem, Golden Wattle. 

International Tartan Day 

Queensland tartan 

Australian  
National  
tartan 



Manx Laxey tartan 

Manx Laxey tartan 
Blue for the sea, 

Green for the hills, 
Gold for the Gorse, 

Purple for the Heather, 
White for the cottages. 

 

Manx Hunting tartan  
Dark Grey - the rocks; the heart of  

Ellan Vannin;  
Grey Green - her rugged valleys, hills 

and moors;  
Clear blue - the sky above the land of 

Mannin;  
Grey blue - the sea around her shining 

shores;  
Bright gold - the gleam of cushag  

flowers a-blowing;  
Pure white - the mist that lingers for a 

while. 

Manx National tartan 
The light blue of the sky; 
The dark blue of the sea; 

The green of the hills and valleys; 
The white of the cottages; 

The purple of the Heather; 
The yellow of the Gorse in bloom; 

The red of the flowers of the Fuchsia. 

Manx Hunting tartan 

The Isle of Man boasts about a dozen registered tartans of various 
shades and colours.  
The three that appear most in Manx tartan articles on the net, are 
the Manx Hunting tartan, Manx National tartan and Manx Laxey 
tartan. All three have the colours of the island as their inspiration. 
The Manx National tartan was designed by Miss Patricia 
McQuaid. This tartan was made at the Laxey Woollen Mills until 
a disagreement between Miss McQuaid and Richard Wood 
(owner of the mill) and Miss McQuaid took the tartan away.  
This resulted in Richard designing the Manx Laxey tartan which 
is now the only tartan woven by the Laxey Woollen Mills. 
Mr C Ewan Kelly (marketer of the Manx National tartan) made 
an agreement with Dr Gordon Teall resulting in the Manx  
Hunting tartan.  
The Manx Laxey tartan is very popular and is used by many 
groups around the world. For example, it is the tartan of choice 
for the QMS and London Manx Society whereas the Lockyer 
Pipe Band (QLD) has opted for the Manx National tartan.  
 

The tartans are described by their link to the Manx landscape: 

Manx Tartans 

Laksaa Manx tartan 

 

 

 

Unidentified Tweed 

Snaefell 

Manx Centenary Manx Laxey (Red) 

Manx Ellan Vannin 

Manx Heritage Ellan Vannin 

Manx Dress 

Manx Cornaa 

Manx National tartan 



Advertising 
We are now offering advertising in the Qld Manx Society newsletters. Members  

receive discounted rates and one free advertisement in a single publication will be 
given to any business donating raffle prizes. 

Please contact the newsletter team for details. 

Position Committee Member Email 

President Val Ashworth arashworth@optusnet.com.au 

Vice President vacant  

Secretary Trevor Shimmin shimmers70@optusnet.com.au 

Treasurer Janis Blackburn blackburn14@internode.on.net 

Webmaster Tony Ashworth tashworth@optusnet.com.au 

Librarian Norma Conwell conwelln@australisit.net 

Librarian Lillian Smith  

Committee Member John Corlett  

Committee Member George Cowin g.cowin@bigond.net.au 

Social Coordinator vacant  

Newsletter Editor Jenny Blackburn manxnews@gmail.com 

 
 

Paul Dobbs 
�3�D�X�O���µ�'�R�E�V�\�¶���'�R�E�E�V���Z�D�V���U�D�F�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���6�X�S�H�U�V�S�R�U�W��
TT on Thursday 10th June when he suffered fatal injuries 
in a crash at Ballagarey.  
The 39 year old from New Zealand leaves behind Bridget, 
his wife, and two daughters, Eadlin and Hillberry.  
In 1997 he came first in the Australian 400 class and the 
Formula 3 in New South Wales. In 1998 he finished  
second and fourth in the Australian Championships.  
Paul first competed in the TT races in 1999 and was  
considered an experienced TT competitor. His best finish 
was in 2000 with sixth place in the 400cc lightweight TT 
race. He has lapped the course at 101.9mph. 
Paul raced with the Auckland Motorcycle Club. 
�3�D�X�O�¶�V���U�L�Y�D�O���D�Q�G���I�U�L�H�Q�G�����3�D�X�O���2�Z�H�Q�����D�E�D�Q�G�R�Q�H�G���W�K�H���U�D�F�H���W�R��
help marshals. In recognition of his selfless act he was 
presented with the inaugural Spirit of the TT award. 
�%�U�L�G�J�H�W�W���'�R�E�E�V���S�U�D�L�V�H�G���3�D�X�O���2�Z�H�Q�¶�V���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� 
She also stated her husband would be put to rest on the 
island, in respect for his wishes. The funeral was held at 
the TT Grandstand in Douglas on Monday 21st June. 
�,�Q�V�W�H�D�G���R�I���I�O�R�Z�H�U�V�����G�R�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���W�R���J�R���W�R���W�K�H���7�7���5�L�G�H�U�V�¶�� 
Association, Rob Vine Fund or ACU Benevolent Fund. 

Martin Loicht 
�)�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���3�D�X�O���'�R�E�E�V�¶���W�U�D�J�L�F���D�F�F�L�G�H�Q�W�����$�X�V�W�U�L�D�Q���U�L�G�H�U��
Martin Loicht died at Quarry Bends. The 48 year old  
professor of mechanical engineering was competing in the 
TT for the first time since 1996. He leaves behind a wife, 
Nikola, and two children.  

2010 IoM TT Tragic News Kiaull  (Music)  
 

Emma Christian  
Emma Christian captures your attention from the very  
moment her hauntingly beautiful voice touches your 
ears. It is little surprise to learn this musician also 
plays the clarsach (Celtic harp) and recorder. She is a 
devoted ambassador for Manx Gaelic and is very 
knowledgeable on ancient Manx customs and lore.  
Born in Bride on the IoM, she studied Celtic history at 
Cambridge University before launching her career at 
the Edinburgh Festival in 1994.  
Her first album Beneath the Twilight (Ta'n Dooid 
Cheet) was released by Manx Celtic Productions in the 
same year. 
The next year she joined Mary McLaughlin (Irish), 
Connor Dover (American) and Mairéid Sullivan (Irish) 
to release the compilation Celtic Voices, Women of 
Song.  
Her first contribution is Little Red Bird (Ushag Veg 
Ruy) which is the first song she ever remembers  
singing and a popular Manx lullaby. Birth in  
Bethlehem (Oikan ayns Bethlehem) is a Manx carval 
composed for Christmas eve celebrations and O  
Kirree, Thou Wilt Leave Me (�2���.�L�U�U�H�H���7�¶�R�X���*�R�O�O���'�\��
Faagail Mee) is a traditional melody Emma plays on 
the recorder. The Goodnight Song (Arrane Oie Vie) is 
sung at the end of a traditional Manx gathering to  
signal the time for guests to leave for home.  



Queensland Manx Society Inc 
Committee Nomination Form 

POSITION: [Please circle your choice on the list below] 
 

 PRESIDENT  VICE-PRESIDENT  SECRETARY   TREASURER LI BRARIAN [2] 
SOCIAL CO-ORDINATOR   COMMITTEE  MEMBER       NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
 

Nominated by: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Signature: __________________________________________________ Date: ______________ 
 
Seconded by: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Signature: __________________________________________________ Date: ______________ 
 
ACCEPTANCE: 
I, [Name] _______________________________________________________ hereby ACCEPT this nomination for  
election and agree to accept the position  should I be properly elected to hold that office.  
 

OR 
REJECTION:  
I, [Name] _______________________________________________________ hereby REJECT this nomination for  
election and advise that I DO NOT wish to hold office.  
 
Signature: __________________________________________________ Date: ______________ 
 
RECEIVED: 
I  certify that I received this nomination, duly completed, before the close of Nominations as notified in the Notice of Election of 
Office Bearers.  
Secretary: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature: __________________________________________________ Date: ______________   

VERIFIED FINANCIAL MEMBER: 
I certify that I have checked the Membership register and Receipt Books and that the person Nominated on this form was a  
Financial Member of the Queensland Manx Society Inc., at the date of nomination, having Joined/Renewed by paying his/her 
Membership Fees by the due date in accordance with the Constitution of the Queensland Manx Society Inc. Article 8 [3] [c]. This 
payment was received by: 
  
[Name]: __________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
on Date: ______________ as recorded on Receipt No.: ______________ 
 
Treasurer: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature: __________________________________________________ Date: ______________ 
 
RESULT:          
I certify that the person nominated on this form was ELECTED/NOT ELECTED  to the position for which they were nominated. 
  
President: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature: __________________________________________________ Date: ______________ 
 
Secretary: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature: __________________________________________________ Date: ______________ 

 

I, [NAME] _______________________________________________________ being a Financial Member 
of the Queensland Manx Society Inc., hereby nominate the following for election to hold office on the  
Committee of the Queensland Manx Society Inc. at the 2010 Annual General Meeting of the Society in the 
position indicated.  



Committee Nominations 
1. Please complete this form and send to another member or the  

committee (at the address below) to second your nomination.  
2. This form must be sent to the nominated member to accept or  

decline the nomination. If this form has been sent to the committee to 
second the nomination, the committee will forward this form to the 

nominated member.  
3. The nominated member must accept or decline the nomination and 

send this form to the committee at the address below. 
4. All nominations must be received by the committee by  

12th August for processing, except where the  
committee has been advised and has  

agreed to a later date. 
 

COMMITTEE ADDRESS FOR NOMINATIONS: 
     QMS 
     41 Barkala St 
     The Gap QLD 4061 

Have you renewed your  
subscription for the 2010 to 2011  

financial year? 
If not, please contact the committee on: 

 

Email 1: manxnews@gmail.com 
 

Email 2: manxnews@live.com.au 
 

Address: QMS 
    20 Golden Ave 
    Kallangur QLD 4503 
 

Phone:  07 5495 8032 
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